


stretches to the cities and surrounding 
townships without any appreciable dis-
tribution losses. AEG, which introduced 
that new technology in Frankfurt in con-
junction with Oskar von Miller and the 
Swiss Oerlikon Engineering Works, was 
given a free piece of property in Ober-
schöneweide in 1895 so that it could be 
used as a base of operations for bolster-
ing the city´s electric power supply and 
thereby promote the establishment of 
new industries on the Oberspree. The 
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cable factories next to the power station 
that, due to their energy-intensive pro-
duction process, were especially able to 
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The power station
The station, which went into operation in 
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current power stations for public energy 
supply in the world and, with its subse-
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been largely preserved till today. The rap-
idly growing demand for electricity led 
early on to the addition of new machine 
halls to the plant. They were transverse-
ly attached to the machine hall built dur-
ing the initial construction stage whose 
gable faced Wilhelminenhofstraße. Along 
with the Deptford power station designed 
by Sebastian Ziani de Ferranti that has 
not been preserved, these large halls, 
which merge into one another, count as 
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plant construction.

The transformer station
As the new power station with its power 
lines running to the suburbs and the in-
ner city of Berlin was being built, a sub-
station and converter station were also 
being designed as part of the system for 
the first time. Their function was to 
transform and convert the alternating 
current for the areas connected to the 
grid. In 1912-13 a transformer station for 
enhancing the supply to the suburbs was 
erected on the adjacent property at the 

intersection of Wilhelminenhof- and 
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building with a hipped roof thus became 
the point of departure for a series of 
power distribution buildings that sprung 
up in the communities around Berlin in 
order to convert the electricity from 
Oberschöneweide into the required volt-
age or type of current. 

The substation
The decision to discontinue the operation 
of the power station on the Oberspree in 
1933 meant that Oberschöneweide 
would have to build its own substation. A 
complex of buildings, which included a 
hall running the depth of the property 
and a distribution station on the street, 
was built next to the twenty year old 
transformer station. The substation, 
which was state-of-the-art at the time of 
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switching technology (also employed at 
a new plant in Rummelsburg) and only 
required about half the space as earlier 
versions.

Actors and their visions
The power station is part of the Kabel-
werk grounds and therefore belongs to 
the German Wilms Group. It has been 
mostly vacant since 1999. A concert by 
the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra in 
2007 is one high point that deserves 
mention. The 1933 substation, which had 
been vacant for 20 years, found a new 
user in the middle of 2013: the renowned 
Knaak sculpture casting company. New 
uses for the substation and the older 
transformer station are in the works. The 
Regional Management project works 
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and crafts and restoration and, in coop-
eration with the HTW Berlin University´s 
“Restoration of Technical Cultural Arti-
facts” department, is undertaking the 
building of a suitable centre.

Cover picture: Façade of the power station along Wil-
helminenhofstraße

The second substation in Oberschöneweide: The façade 
of the 1933 switching station had to accommodate the 
expansion of a small, already existing distribution grid 
station.

Overhead power lines and the new alternating current 
technology are the themes of the images on the power 
station´s cartridges.  

View into one of the power station’s machine halls

Learn more
Industriesalon Schöneweide, 
www.industriesalon.de (German only)
Schöneweide Regional Management project, 
www.schoeneweide.com (German only)
Energy Museum, electric power supply 
technology, www.energie-museum.de 
(German only)
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