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PANEL 1: AVIATIONAL LOCATIONS

Prestige buildings of aviation. Airship hangars as a global phenomenon

From 1908 onwards, the airship established itself as an important military and
civil aircraft, especially in Germany. Zeppelin airships had to be moved to
protective airship hangars after the end of their journeys because their
aluminum structure made them much larger and at the same time more fragile
than non-rigid airships. The Treaty of Versailles reversed the airship hangar
building boom until 1918. It also forced the hitherto unprecedented demolition
of almost all airship hangars in Germany. Nevertheless, the rigid airship reached
its heyday in the 1920s and 1930s: in civilian use in Germany for transatlantic
passenger traffic, in the USA by the Navy for maritime reconnaissance. New
airship hangars of unprecedented dimensions were built as prestige buildings.
The shape of the doors and hangars now followed the aerodynamics and
streamline design of the “roaring twenties”. However, the sheer size of the few

remaining airship hangars makes their subsequent reuse and conversion a

challenge.
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